3i8                      THE LAST GENRO

She stopped and looked back meekly.

"Put these things aside first," said Saionji,

"But I want to see that Soridaijin!"

She was about to obey. Then, headed by the innkeeper who was
trembling with excitement, several men, shoeless, but wearing high
hats and frock coats which had never been seen in this mountain re-
sort, appeared one by one at the top of the staircase and politely filed
into Saionji's room. Taking their hats off, all sat down in a row
on the mat, facing the Go-inkyo-san in his simple kimono. They
bowed very low.

The bewildered girl, with the tips of her kimono sleeves tightly
clutched in her little fists, stared at them.

Premier Saionji, who organized his second Cabinet on August 28,
1911, called his Ministers for the first meeting.

The men were experienced in their Portfolios with few exceptions:
the Foreign Minister, Uchida Kosai, who had represented his country
at Washington, the Finance Minister, Yamamoto Tatsuo, one of the
most brilliant financial experts in the country, xvho resigned from the
Presidency of the government Hypothec Bank to take the Cabinet
post; the War Minister, Lieutenant General Ishimoto Shinroku, and
the Education Minister, Haseba Junko, one of the leading Seiyukai
Party men.

"I'd like to state my views to you briefly," began Premier Saionji,
won the main issues. During this Ministry I wish to carry into effect
two of the primary Seiyukai objectives: administrative reform and
the reduction of administrative expenditure. These measures are in-
separable/'

"Monsieur, what is your expectation, to what extent do you want
us to retrench?" asked Minister of Justice Matsuda.

"At least ten per cent of the Departmental outlay; it would be
better if we could make it fifteen per cent*'

The Ministers nodded in agreement

The Premier went on: "Since this is an ambitious undertaking and
the Twenty-eighth Session of the Imperial Diet is so near at hand, I'd
like to ask every Department to devote its time and energy to it after
the forthcoming Session.

"Another important matter to which I*d like to call your attention
is our stand against pressure from some quarters that we intervene
in the Chinese Revolution which has spread since last October* To